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The Religious and Political Connotations of the Inscriptions on the keys
and locks of the doors of the Kaaba in the Mamluk age. Artistic
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Abstract:The work of the key to the Kaaba is one of the things in which the Sultans and
the rulers compete, because of the religious and secular meanings they have, as the

patron of the House of God is at the same time the political leadership of Muslims in
addition to religious leadership.

The keys of the Kaaba were made in several stages: they were made of iron in the early
Abbasid period, then bronze, and the first to give the Kaaba a gold key is the Abbasid
Caliph Mu'tasim Allah bin Harun al-Rashid. The keys were made of gold in the Fatimid
and Mamluk periods (658-676 / 1260-1277), who sent a garment and a key to the Kaaba
named after the Caliph Al-Mustansir Allah, the first Abbasid caliphate in Cairo. This
became a tradition followed by the Mamluk Sultans in Egypt .
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The keys to the Kaaba were varied and differed according to the place allocated to it.
Some of them were not dedicated to the main door. It was called the "Holy Gate". Some
of these were dedicated to the Gate of Mercy. It is a door inside the Kaaba that leads to
its roof.

The study is based on the attempt to highlight the religious and political connotations of
the inscriptions written on the keys and locks of the doors of the Kaaba in the Mamluk
era, and the various Qur'anic verses that are closely related to the status of the Kaaba in
Muslim religious and political terms. The inscriptions also included propaganda
phrases, The names of the caliphs and sultans, in addition to their titles and the
meaning of that political and religious and how they are interested in this blessed place,
and engraved on many keys dates of manufacture.

Key words:Religious and political connotations, inscriptions, keys and locks, the gates
of the Kaaba, the Mamluk era.
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- al-Azraqi , Abu al-Walid Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (He died after 244 AH),

Ahbar Maka wa ma ga'a fiha min al-atir , Reviewed by: Rushdi al-Salih malhas , Beirut: Dar al-
Andalus, 3 ed., 1983 .
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- al-Ishaqt al-Minaifi, Muhammad ‘Abd al-mu‘ti bin Abi al-Fath bin Ahmad bin “‘Abd al-Mugni

bin ‘Ali, (He died after 1032 A.H), Lata’if ahbar al-uwal fiman tasraf fi Misr min arbab al-duwal,
Reviewed by: Muhammad Radwan Mahana , Maktabat al-iman , Cairo, 1sted., 2000.
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- Ibn Iyas, Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Iyas al-Hanafi (D 930 A.H), Bad i * al-zuhiir fi wa waq’i " al-

duhiir , Reviewed by: Muhammad Mustafa , al-Haya al-'ama liqustr al-taqafa, Cairo: Sarikat al-
amal li’l-tiba‘a wa’l-nasr, 1998.
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- al-Basari, al-Hasan (D 110 A.H), Fada il Maka wa ‘l-sakan fiha , Reviewed by: Sami Maki al-‘Ani,
Kuwait: Maktabat al-falah , 1980.
- al-Buni, al-gayh Ahmad bin ‘Al1 bin Yasuf (D 622 A.H), Sams al-Ma ‘arif al-Kubra , Maktabat wa
matba ‘at al-fagr al-gadid , d.t.
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- Ibn Tagzi Bardi, Gamal al-Din Abi al-Mahasin yousef al-'atabaki (t 874 A.H), Al-dalil al-3afi
‘ald al-manhal al-Safi, introduction: Fahim Muhammad Saltiit , vol 1, Saudi Arabia, Umm Al-Qura
University, Center for Scientific Research and the Revival of Islamic Heritage, College of Sharia and
Islamic Studies, Makkah Al-Mukarramah, min al-turat al-islami, al-Kitab al-hadi wa’l-‘iSrun , Cairo:
Maktabat al-hangi, 1983.
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SRR , Mawrid al-latafa fi min wulya al-saltana wa’l-hilafa , Reviewed & Studied by:
Nabil Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, vol.2, Cairo: Matba“at dar al-kutub al-misriya, 1997.
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- Ibn Gubir (Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Sa‘id bin Gubir bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Salam
(D: 614 A.H), Rihlat Ibn Gubir fi Misr wa bilad al-‘Arab wa 'l- Traq wa’l-$am wasiglya ‘asr al-huriib al-

Salibiya, al-Musama "Tadakira bi'l-ahbar ‘an itifagat al-asfar”, Reviewed by: Husayn Nassar , Cairo:
Maktabat Misr , 2rded. , 1992 .
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- al-Gjaziri,‘Abd al-Qadir bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Qadir bin Muhammad al-ansari al-hnbly
(D: 977 A.H), al-Durar al-fara’id al-Munazama fi ahbar al-hag wa tariqg Maka al-mu ‘azama, Reviewed
by: Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan Isma‘il, vol.1, Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-‘ilmiya, 1¢t ed.,
2002.
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- Ibn al-Gawzi, Abii al-farag ‘Abd al-Rahman (D: 597 A.H), Mutir al-‘azm al-sakin ila Asraf al-
amakin , introduction: Hammad bin Muhammad al-Ansari , Reviewed by: Marzuq ‘Al Ibrahim
vol.1, Dar al-raya li'l-nasr wa’l-tawzi’, 1sted. , 1995.
;@@M/;Lg/‘(AAOY <) m\u.acjs O Meaa (p deaa (p e Cn daal cpall Gl ¢ liuall jas ol -
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- Ibn Hagar al-'Asqalani, Sihab al-din Ahmad bin ‘Ali bin Muhammad bin Muhammad bin ‘Ali
bin Ahmad (D: 852 A.H), Inba’ al-gumr bi‘anba’ al- umr, Reviewed by: Hasan Haba$i , vol.2,
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Committee for the Revival of Islamic Heritage, Cairo:
Matabi‘ al-ahram, 1994.
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- al-Hadrawi, Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘aAbda (D: 1327A.H), Husn al-safa wa’l-
ibtihag fi dikr man walya imarat al-hag, Reviewed by: Muhamad bin Nasir al-Huzim, Muhammad
bin Sayid Ahmad al-Timsahi , Zahara’ al-Sarq, Cairo: Dar al-Qahira , 1+t ed., 2007.
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- al-Hanafi, ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Gazi al-Maki (D: 1365 A.H), Ifadat al-anam bidikr ahbar

baladullah al-havam ma‘a ta ligih al-musamaa bi’itmam al-kalam, Studied & reviewed by: ‘Abd al-
Malik bin ‘Abdullah bin Dih1s , Maktabat al-Asadi, Mecca, 1sted., 2009 A.D.
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- Ibn Haladun, ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Haladtun al-Hadrami al-Magribi
(D:808A.H), Tarih ibn Haladiin al-musama bikitab al- ibar wa diwan al-mubtada’ wa l-habar fi ayam al-
‘Arab wa’l- ‘Agam wa’l-Barbar wa man ‘dsarahum min dawi al-sultan al-akbar, Beirut: Mu’ asasat
Gamal 1i’1-tiba‘a wa’l-nasr, 1979 .
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- Ibn Dugmagq, Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Aydumur al-‘Ala’1 (D:809 A.H), al-Gawhar al-tamin

fi siyar al-hulafa’ wa l-mulitk wa l-salatin, Reviewed by: Sa‘id ‘Abd al-fattah “Asar, Reviewed by:

Ahmad al-Sayid Dirag , Center for Scientific Research and the Revival of Islamic Heritage,

College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia, Min al-turat al-
islami, al-Kitab al-tasi ‘wa’l-talatun , da.t.
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- Ibn Rasul, al-Malik al-Muzafar Yusuf bin ‘Umar bin ‘Ali (D: 694 A.H), al- Muhtari® fi funiin

man sana’, Studied & reviewed by: Muhammad ‘Isa Salihiya, Kuwait: Mu'asasat al-Sira“ al-
‘arabi, 1989.
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- al-Subki, Tag al-Din ‘Abd al-wahhab (D: 771A.H), Mu id al-ni ‘am wa mubid al-nigam, Reviewed

by: MuhammadAli al-Nagar, Abi Zayd Salabi, Muhammad Abii al-‘iyan, Cairo: Maktabat al-
hangi, 3 ed., 1996.
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- al-Sahawi, Samas al-Din Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Abi Bakr bin

‘Utman (D:903A.H), al-Daw’ al-lami * li’ahl al-qarn al-tasi’, Beirut: Mansurat dar maktabat al-haya,
d.t.
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- al-Sam‘ani, al-Imim Abu Sa‘1id ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin Manstr altamimi (D:562
A.H), al-Ansab , introduction: ‘Abdullah ‘Umar al-Bartudi, vol. 1, Beirut: Dar aljanan , 1% ed. ,
1988.
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- al-Syuti, al-Imam Galal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (D: 911 A.H), Lub al-albab fi tahrir al-ansab ,
Reviewed by: Muhammad Ahmad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, ASraf Ahmad ‘Abd al-*Aziz, al-Madani ‘Abas
bin Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Ahmad bin al-Syid Radwan, Muhtasar Fath rab al-arbab bima
uhmil f1 lub al-lubab min wagib al-ansab, Beirut: Dar al-kuttib al-‘ilmiya, 1¢ted., 1991.
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P , al-Nahga al-sawiya fi al-asma’ al-nabawiya, Reviewed by: Ahmad ‘Abdullah
Bagur ,Cairo: al-Dar al-misriya al-lubnaniya, 1%t ed. , 2001.
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- al-éarqawi, ‘Abdullah, Tuhfat al-nazirin fiman wulya Misr min al-mulitk wa'l-sallatin, Reviewed
by: Rihab ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Qari, Safahat min tarth Misr 33, Cairo: maktabat Madbuli, 1996.
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- al-Sabag, al-Sayh Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Salim bin Muhammad al-Maliki al-Maki, (D:
1321A.H), Tahsil al-maram fi ahbar al-bayt al-haram wa’l-masa ‘ir al- ‘izam wa Maka wa l-haram wa
wulatiha al-faham, Reviewed by: ‘Abd al-Malik bin ‘Abdullah bin Dahis,vol.1, Mecca: maktabat
al-Asdi, 1sted. , 1424 A.H /2004 A.D.
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- Ibn Zahira, Gamal al-Din Muhammad Gar allah bin Muhammad Nir al-Din bin Abi Bakr bin
‘Ali al-Qurasi al-Mahzumi (D: 986 A.H), al-Gami ‘ al-lafif fi fadal Maka wa ahliha wa bina’ al-bayt al-
Svarif, Reviewed by: ‘Al ‘Umar, Cairo: Maktabat al-taqafa al-diniya, 1%t ed. , 2003.
GEY) o gy 0 ia ccuad o b/ o cadl hid (#) A &) Al ae SN o o il leal) () -
LG daaall
- Ibn al-‘Imad al-Hanbali, Abu al-falah ‘Abd al-Hay (D:1089 A.H), vol.5, Sadarat al-dahab fi ahbar
man dahab, Beirut: Dar al-afaq al-gadidat, d.t..
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- al-‘Ayni, Badr al-Din Mahmud (D: 855 A.H), ‘Agd al-guman fi tarih ahl al-zaman (“Asr salatin al-

mamalik), Reviewed by: Muhammad Muhammad Amin, vol.1, al-hay’a al-misriya al-‘ama li'l-
kitab, 1987.
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- al-Gasani, Samas al-Din Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Sifr (D: 785 A.H), Nuzhat al-Absar fi hawas

al-ahgar, Reviewed by: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Basit Hamid, Ahmad ‘Abd al-satar ‘Abd al-Halim ,
introduction: Ahmad Fu’ad Basa, Cairo: Matba“at dar al-kutub wa’l-wata’iq al-qawmiya, 2004 .

dala dasa 1 Bad ¢ Y/ ALl Ayl (S Cpadll 28l ((AATY &) Sal) ) 2aal 5 deaa uall S8 oldll -

o) AAT (V.da Al e tigyu <) ‘@ﬂ\

- al-Fasi, Taqy al- Din Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Hasani al-Maki (D:832 A.H), al-‘Aqd al-tamin fi

tarth al-balad al-amin, Reviewed by: Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqi, Beirut: muasasat alrisalat, 2" ed.,
1986.
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- al-Qalqasandi, Abt al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Ali (D:821A.H/1418A.D), Subh al-a ‘a fi sina ‘at al-insa,
Ministry of Culture and National Guidance, Egyptian General Organization for Authorship,
Translation, Printing and Publishing, 1963 .
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- al-katib, Husayn bin Yasin bin Muhammad wafyat (Century: 8 A.H), Lamhat al-muhtataf fi
sind ‘at al-hat al-silf, Reviewed by: haya Muhammad al-dtsar1, Kuwait: Silsilat al-turat al-‘ilm1 al-
‘arabi, 1sted., 1992.
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- Ibn Katir, al-Imam al-Hafiz ‘Imad al- Din Abtu al-Fida’ Isma‘il bin Katir al-Qurasi al-Dimasqt
(D: 774 A.H), Tafsir al-qur ‘an al- ‘azim , Dar Misr li’l-tiba‘a, 1988 m.
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TN , al- Bidaya wa’l-nihaya, Dar ihya’ al-turat al-‘arabi, Beirut: Maktabat tahqiq al-
turat,, 1993.
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- al-Kindi, Y'aqub bin Ishaq (D: 260 A.H), isala f1 qal® al-atar min al-tiyab wa gayriha, Reviewed

by:Muhammad ‘Isaa Salihiya , Journal of the Institute of Arab Manuscripts30, Ne.1, League of Arab
States, Arab Organization for Education, Culture and Science, Kuwait , 1986
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-al-Mahali, al-‘Alama Galal al-Din Muhammad Ibn Ahmad (D: 864 A.H), wa’l-sayuti, al-‘alama

Galal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Abi bakr (D:911 A.H): Quran karim bitafsir al-imamin al-galalain ,

Reviewed by :Mahmuid Hafiz Braniq , Cairo: Sarikat al-Samarlii liltab* wa’l-nasr, 1983.

o Osnad o£ LWy Gullly jla¥) delia (2 VY=YV /201 =) ) (pall by (e cdame Cp (ase O deal ()

ol AAEN Al sl (DleYly A8 3))s sl Aae (BdSH o0 Ore 1Gad (Y Cakad’ ddaghads
.e\ AAY ¢ dcldall 3\_});}\ A talany (Y & NY 2. calan

- al-Magrabi, Ahmad bin ‘Awa ¢ bin Muhammad , (Min wafyat al-qarn 10-11A.H / 16-17A.D),

Sina‘at al-hbar wa’l-liq wa’l-asbag, fusil min mahtitat”qatf al-azhar”, reviewed by: Burwin Badri

Tawfiq, magalat al-mwurid, Ministry of Culture and Information, Department of Cultural
Affairs and Publishing, Baghdad, vol.12, Ne.3 , 1983.

1299 (RN ) geasl dalal) Riggll 13l
al-Maqrizi, Taqy, al-Din Ahmad bin ‘Ali(D:845A.H), al-Mawa ‘iz wa l-i tibar bidikr al-hitat wa l-atar
al-ma ‘riif bi'l-hitat al-maqriziya,vol.3, Cairo: al-Haya al-‘ama liqustr al-taqafa , 1999.
ppalal) S (JLl) al) Oles 1 Gilats Giiad «alally » KT o a0 S5 6 Lpsmaall s i o,

LAY e ) A6
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