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Abstract:

Roman art provides us with numerous works that reflect sexual differences within the
empire. In the myth of Hermaphroditus, for example — a child of Aphrodite and Hermes who
embodies sexual ambiguity — was a young man with male genitals who nonetheless looked
female. The Roman citizen saw gender fluidity as a breach of ethical and social criteria, and yet
accepted the cult of Cybele and her follower Attis. This could only occurrence the cult had been
modified and its offensive aspect — namely, the castration rite — removed. We can trace the
changes that beset Attis after he entered Rome, how he was apotheosized and honored in
Greece and Rome even before his birthplace, Phrygia, through the images produced of him and
an analysis of specific examples of these as well as tracing the concept of castration in Roman
art.

Keywords: Cybele, Attis , Castration.
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von Zabern, 1991, 72-73 Ne. 39, FIGS. 116-117.

% VERMASEREN, Corpus Cultus Cybelae Attidisque, 1. 99.
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Verlag, 2006, 44-49.
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4 HELBIG, W.: «Fuhrer durch die Offentlichen Sammlungen klassischer Altertumer» Rom 2, Wasmuth.
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% Marcus Terentius Varron, Satires Ménippées. 4. Epitaphiones — Eumenides, édition

Jean-Pierre Cebe, Ecole Francaise de Rome, 1977 ; Eumenides: “Partim Uenusta Muliebri Ornati Stola”
(120B), Coronam ex Auro et Gemmis Fulgentem Gerit” 121B,) “ut Naides Undicolae” (130B).

5% DIONYSIUS OF HALICARNASSUS, Roman Antiquities, translated by ERNEST CARY, Harvard University Press
1937. 2.19.3-5, BORGEAUD, Mother of the Gods, 70 ,57.

% JACOB, L.:«Fabulous Clap-Trap: Roman Masculinity», The Cult of Magna Mater, and Literary
Constructions of the Galli at Rome from the Late Republic to Late Antiquity, The Journal of Religion 92,
Ne.1, January 2012, 102.
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6 “Ecce furentis Bellonae matrisque deum chorus intrat et ingens semivir, obsceno facies reverenda
minori, mollia qui rapta secuit genitalia testa iam pridem, cui rauca cohors, cui tympana cedunt plebeia et
Phrygia vestitur bucca tiara. grande sonat metuique iubet Septem- bris et Austri adventum, nisi se
centum lustraverit ovis et xerampelinas veteres donaverit ipsi, ut quicquid subiti et magni discriminis

instat in tunicas eat et totum semel expiet annum” ( Juvenal, Saturae, translated by RAMSAY. G. G.press
1918 6.511-21, translated by Braund in LCL, 283).
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