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Century to the Eleventh Century BC between Influence and Innovation
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Abstract:

The decoration motifs of the Palestinian pottery provide an additional value for
examining its cultural background. This pottery has been associated with the Palestinians,
depending on its artistic style, its cultural layer, and geographical distribution. In terms of type:
it reflects the influence of the Sea Peoples, the Aegean Islands, Cyprus, and Egypt, in addition to
some local Canaanite decorative elements. Geographically, it is found in the major Philistine
cities, follows the spread of Philistine influence through Canaan, and diminishes as one moves
away from Philistia. Stratigraphically, Palestinian vessels appear in strata dated to the first half
of the twelfth and the eleventh centuries B.C., a period corresponding, according to historical
and biblical sources, to the arrival and settlement of the Palestinians and other Sea Peoples in
Canaan.It extracted from some significant Palestinian cemeteries at Tell el-Far'ah, Ashdod,
Beth-Shemesh, Azor ,Gezer, Tell Qasile, and Tell 'Aitun, Tell es-Safi and Tell Deir'Allam, and
other Palestinian cemeteries (see map 1).

Three main groups of palestinian motifs can be differentiated:
1. Mycenaean in origin.

2. Egyptian in origin.

3. Local Canaanite.

Accordingly, this article will focus on the ornamentation of birds on Palestinian pottery.
Then, analyze their influence extension, sources, and the decorative groups affected by them.

Key words:

The bird motif, jugs, Philistine pottery vessels, Palestinian cemeteries, Mycenaean influence,
Canaanite influence.
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DOTHAN, T., The Philistines and their Material Culture, London, 1982, 26, map. 2.
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30 DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 148, PL. 47.
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4 DOTHAN, Ashdod II-III: The Second and Third Seasons of Excavations, 1963, 1965, Soundings in 1967.
'Atiqot 9-10, 1971, FIG. 7:13.
4 FURUMARK, A., The Mycenaean Pottery: Analysis and Classification, Stockholm, 1941, 254,71, motif 73:6.
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MP, FIG. 31, motif 7:35, and for the Myc. IlIB Late Eastern type, ibid., FIG. 31, motif 7:38. For further
bibliography, see BENSON, ].L.: «A Problem in Orientalizing Cretan Birds: Mycenaean or Philistine
Prototypes?», JNES 20, 1961, 83.
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SLTAKOVIDIS, S., Perati A-T', Athens, 1969-1970 (text in Greek; English summary in vol. B), 148, FIG. 23, 436.
52D'A. DESBOROUGH, The Last Mycenaeans and their Successors, 7.

53 DIKAIOS, Enkomi Excavations 1948-1958, I-11I, Mainz, 1969, I, 286; 111a,81:26-28, 30-38, III B.

5 FURUMARK, The Mycenaean Pottery: Analysis and Classification, 193-95; IAKOVIDIS, Perati A-T. 140-42, FIG.
21, 435; Dothan, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 203-4. FIG. 64: 1-6.

SMEIBERG, L.G., Decorative Motifs on Philistine Pottery and Their Connections to Crete, 327, FIG. 4;
Tsipopoulou, M., and Vagnetti, L., «A Bath-Tub Larnax from Tourloti (Sitia), East Crete», Studi Micenei ed
Egeo-Anaolici 41, 1999, 123-143.

% MEIBERG, L.G., Decorative Motifs on Philistine Pottery and Their Connections to Crete, 327, FIG. 5; BORDA,
M., Arte Crestese-micenea nel Museo Pigorini di Roma, Rome: La Lireria dello stato, 1946, 108, Ne. 25i, 36.5;
SCHACHERMEYR, F., Die Agéische Frithzeit 3: Kreta zur Zeit der Wanderungen, Wein: Osterreichische
Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1979, FIG. 24.i; DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 63.1.
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% MORRICONE, L., «Eleona e Langada: Sepolcreti della Tarda Eta del Bronzo a Coo», Annuario 43-44,
1965-66, 287-289, FIG. 334a—e.

5% EDELSTEIN, G., «A Philistine Jug from Tell Aitun», Qadmoniot 1: 100 (Hebrew), 1968, DOTHAN, The
Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 29, 62.

% HALLAGER, B. P., “The Late Minoan IIIC Pottery. 135-174 in The Greek-Swedish Excavations at the Agia
Aikaterini Square, Kastelli, Khania 1970-1987. II. Text and Plates, In The Late Minoan IIIC Settlement,
edited by E. Hallager and B.P. Hallager, Stockholm: Astrom, 2000, 53:78-P 0069; YASUR-LANDAU, A., In
Search for the Origin of the Philistine Bird Motif, Eretz-Israel 29: 231-241 (Hebrew), 2009, FIG. 6.4.

60 ANDREADAKI-VLASAKI, M., and Papadopoulou, E., The Habitation at Khamalevri, Rethymnon, during
the 12th Century BC. 353-397, In Ariadne’s Threads: Connections between Crete and the Greek Mainland in Late
Minoan I1I (LM IIIA2 to LM IIIC). Proceedings of the International Workshop held at Athens Scuola Archeologica
Italiana 5-6 April 2003, edited by A.L. D'Agata and J. Moody, Athens: Scuola Archeological Italiana di
Athene, 2005, FIG. 45.

¢ BORDA, M., Arte Crestese-micenea nel Museo Pigorini di Roma, 108, Ne. 25g, PL. 36.3; SCHACHERMEYR, F.,
Die Agéiische Friihzeit 3: Kreta zur Zeit der Wanderungen, FIG. 23.a.

62 SEIRADAKI, M., «Pottery from Karphi», The Annual of the British School at Athens 55, 1960, FIG. 25g, 1-37;
Schachermeyr, Die Agdische Friihzeit 3: Kreta zur Zeit der Wanderungen, FIG. 29.c.
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6 SACKETT, L.H.; Popham, M.R.; and Warren, «Excavations at Palaikastro VI», The Annual of the British
School at Athens 60, 1965, 248-315, FIG. 12,74b; Schachermeyr, F., Die Ag.’a’ische Frithzeit 3: Kreta zur Zeit
der Wanderungen, FIG. 25.a.

¢ MORRICONE, L., «Eleona e Langada: Sepolcreti della tarda Eta del Bronzo a Coo», Annuario 43-44, 1965-
66, 5-311, FIG. 196-97; SCHACHERMEYR, F., Die Agéische Frithzeit 3: Kreta zur Zeit der Wanderungen,
20.c, d.

6 MERIC, R., and Mountjoy, P.A., «Mycenaean Pottery from Bademgedigi Tepe (Puranda), In Ionia: A
Preliminary Report», Istanbuler Mitteilungen 52, 2002, 79-98. FIG. 3.14; YASUR-LANDAU, A., «In Search for
the Origin of the Philistine Bird Motif», Eretz-Israel 29, 231-241 (Hebrew), 2009, FIG. 5.3.

% GOLDMAN, H., Excavations at Gozlii Kule, Tarsus,2, From the Neolithic through the Bronze Age, Princeton,
1956, FIG. 335, N°1333; YASUR-LANDAU, A., In Search for the Origin of the Philistine Bird Motif, FIG. 5.6.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG 4, 2:5.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. YY:Y.

)l Al — ekl 435 e a8 daea (olad sle (¥ JS5)
DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 6, PL. 13.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 8.1.
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DOTHAN s The Philistines and their Material Culture, 114, FIG. 7:2, PL. 19.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 114, FIG. 7:1, PL. 21.

iy Slio tezme udy 'u‘-jj—‘kj‘ ol gledw | DOI10.21608/jguaa.2022.133907.1246



(aY- YY) Youall Yeulnt) ool oS alall slas¥l Al

(V) S bl Jaatl) — e Cay Al o ol o pedall 2335 (Y- 1V JS4)
YL Y L8y Jil) Casie (V) ~Penn Museum 61-14-2556
MEIBERG, “Decorative Motifs on Philistine.”, FIGS. 1-2.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 14, PL. 32.(V. 500) a8y Jii)ysb cealiallg )lf&\ pmd
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 16:2.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 15:1, PL. 26:1.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, PL. 26:2.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 15:2.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 16:1, PL. 26:3.
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JACoPI, Nouwi Scavi Nella Necropolis Micenea di Jalisso, XXIV.
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PETRIE, & TUFNELL, Beth Pelet, vol. I pL. XXIIL:3.

MACDONALD, STARKEY, & HARDING, Beth Pelet, vol. II, pL. LXXV:2.
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MACDONALD, STARKEY, & HARDING, Beth Pelet, vol. II, pL. LXXV:3.
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PETRIE, & TUFNELL, Beth Pelet, vol. I, pL. XXIILS.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 22:1, PL. 46.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 22:2, PL. 49.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 148, PL. 47.
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Loup, G., Megiddo, 11, Chicago, 1948, 76:1.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 29, PL. 62.
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FRANKEN, Excavations at Deir "Alla, 1, FIG 47:4.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, PL. 64.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, PL. 67.
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MAIER, The Cemeteries of Old Paphos, F115; DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, PL.
65. FIG. 31.
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BLISS, & MACALISTER, Excavations in Palestine, PL. 42:163; DOTHAN, The Philistines and their
Material Culture, FIG. 34:1, PL. 74.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 45, PL. 84.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 56:1, PL. 85; BEN-DOR EVIAN, Egypt and Philistia in
the Iron Age: The Case of the Philistine Lotus Flower, FIG. 1:3.
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BEN-DOR EVIAN, Egypt and Philistia in the Iron Age: The Case of the Philistine Lotus Flower, FIG 2:1,7.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material ....... , 201, FIG. 61.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 202, FIG. 62.
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DOTHAN. T., The Philistines and their Material Culture, 202, FIG. 63.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, FIG. 72: 2-3.
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DOTHAN, The Philistines and their Material Culture, 205, FIG. 64.
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.LM IIIC Tourloti — Archaeological Museum of Ayios Nikolaos 1706 —
MEIBERG, «Decorative Motifs on Philistine ...... », FIG. 4.
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Aegean Collection of the Luigi Pigorini National Museum of Prehistory and Ethnography, Rome R72323.
MEIBERG, «Decorative Motifs on Philistine», FIG. 5.
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MEIBERG, «Decorative Motifs on Philistine », FIG. 6.
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Aegean Collection of the Luigi Pigorini National Museum of Prehistory and Ethnography, Rome R72458.

MEIBERG, «Decorative Motifs on Philistine», FIGS. 8, 9, 10.
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MEIBERG, «Decorative Motifs on Philistine », FIGS. 11, 12, 13.
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