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Abstract:

Cultural heritage sources are governed by an international legal framework that provides
them protection in armed conflicts, due to their status as a heritage of global humanity. Armed
conflicts and the occupation of others' territories pose a continuous threat to these sources, often
leading to their destruction and looting. Since the occupation of the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem) and Gaza by the "State of Israel" in 1967, it has asserted control over all Palestinian
cultural heritage sources. Despite the signing of the Oslo Accords, which divided the West Bank
into three areas (A, B, and C), and an international-sponsored agreement for the Israeli army's
withdrawal from Area C by 1998, it has yet to withdraw and fully reoccupy the entire West Bank
since 2002. Israel's 56-year-long occupation of the West Bank (from 1967 to the present) has led
to the Judaization of many archaeological and historical sites and features, over 900
archaeological excavation seasons, multiple archaeological surveys, confiscation, and
destruction of approximately 5300 archaeological and historical sites. Israel's neglect of
archaeological sites that do not serve the Torah narrative has contributed to the spread of
vandalism and looting of these archaeological sites throughout the West Bank.

Keywords: Palestinian Cultural Heritage; The West Bank; Destruction of the Archaeological
Sites; The Israeli Violations; The International Legal Framework.
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