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Abstract:

The focus of the paper is on the study of three unpublished vases in the Mallawi Museum.
They belong to the group of burial urns that spread in the Hellenistic era and are known as
Hadra vases, relative to the cemetery of Hadra, where a large number were found. They were
decorated with floral and geometric decorations, and it was believed that those vases were
manufactured locally, but studies proved the Cretan origin. They are similar in general form to
Greek hydria vases, which were used as water jars, but those vases were used as burial urns, in
which the ashes of the deceased were placed.

Lembake reported that the three vases preserved in the Mallawi Museum were previously
referred to by Enklaar and were discovered in Tuna- el-Gabal by Sami Gabra.

This paper aims to identify the role of these vases, their importance materials and
techniques used in the manufacture of these vases. The type of vases according to the style of
decoration and the general shape of the vases, the classification of decorations depicted on
hydria vases and their symbolism, the general features of the laurel group, and the areas of
production according to the type of clay used and the decorations depicted on them.
Furthermore, this paper aims to identify and provide an approximate date for those

unpublished vases by comparing them with similar models and the coefficient of slenderness
Keywords: Hadra vases; Incineration; Laurel group.
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BOUSSAC, Sceaux des Hydries de Hadra, FIGS. 1,2.

GUERRINI, «Vasi di Hadra» Tentative di Siste Mazione Cronologica di una Classe Ceramic, 16,TAV. VI,
D22.
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