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Abstract:

This research aims to study a group of wonderful artistic artifacts made of
various seashells “mother-of-pearl”, brilliant with their colours, which are
attributed to India in general and Gujarat in the west of India in particular,
preserved in several international museums. It is known that mother-of-
pearl was one of the materials that had been used throughout the ages until
the present time to decorate the artifacts that they use in their daily life
using inlay and Tarsi’ methods for other raw materials such as wood,
marble, and stones. It is rarely used in the manufacture of whole antiques
and in this case, they are small, such as the handles of knives, daggers, and
coins. The research is limited to antiques in which the local craftsman relied
entirely on mother-of-pearl material in its manufacture and decoration.
The artists followed unique artistic methods, including what resembles the
shell mosaic style of various shapes, whether of a single or two shell layers
with glue between them and also fastened with metal nails. It is a technical
and decorative style at the same time. India was distinguished by this
technique. It was used locally and was exported to Europe by Portuguese,
British, Dutch, French merchants, and others. Therefore, these antiques
found their way into the palaces of the royal families in Europe and varied
between bottles, cups, jugs, plates, bowls, and containers for gunpowder.
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