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Abstract:

The dawn of the Augustan age (27 BC-14 AD) witnessed a conflict that was unique
in the history of Roman Spain as a planned and fully organized campaign. This conflict
resulted in the subjugation of the tribes and the completion of the conquest of the
Iberian Peninsula two centuries later. In fact, Augustus did not achieve a decisive
victory in his military campaign (26-25 BC) in Hispania; rather, it was Agrippa who
achieved the final victory in 19 BC. Nevertheless, the portrayal of the conflict in
contemporary literary and artistic sources definitively determined Augustus' military
success. Augustus’s presence in the campaign seems to have been motivated by political
and ideological considerations, justified by the constitutional settlement he reached
with the Senate in 27 BC, which confirmed his continued military superiority and his
declared program of pacification. The research then targets the political and military
changes in the state of Spain during the Augustan era. The Spanish campaigns, the
“Cantabrian War” in the Augustan era, did not receive sufficient attention whether in
literary sources or in art. Zanker wrote that the Cantabrian War was not celebrated in
art, but the truce was the result of victory. Therefore, the celebration of the
establishment of peace in Spain is a celebration of military victory, and it played its role
in supporting the images of the Augustan regime like the rest of his victories. The image
of Spain and its people developed in art in the same way that it developed in literature.
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GRIFFITHS, «Augustus and the Roman Provinces of Iberia», 84-85, FIGS. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14.
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POLITO, «Augustan Triumphal Iconography and the Cantabrian Wars», 143, FIG. 4.
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POLITO, «Augustan Triumphal Iconography and the Cantabrian Wars», 143, FIG. 3.
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KINNEE, «The Roman Trophy from Battlefield Marker to Emblem of Power», 418, FIG. 48.
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KINNEE, «The Roman Trophy from Battlefield Marker to Emblem of Power», 414, FIG.44.
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KINNEE, «The Roman Trophy from Battlefield Marker to Emblem of Power», 427, FIG.57
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DE GRUMMOND, «Pax Augusta and the Horae on the Ara Pacis Augustae», 664, FIG.1.
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ROSSINI, O., Ara Pacis, Milan, Electa, 2007, 35.
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DE GRUMMOND, «Pax Augusta and the Horae on the Ara Pacis Augustae», 665, FIG.2.
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KLEINER & BUXTON, «Pledges of Empire: The Ara Pacis and the Donations of Rome», 60, FIG.3.
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KLEINER & BUXTON, «Pledges of Empire: The Ara Pacis and the Donations of Rome», 112, FIGS. 4,5.
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JUHASZ, L., «The Personifications of Gallia in the 1st Century BC and AD», Studia Archaeologica Nicolae
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RamsBY, T. R. & SEVERY-HOVEN, B., «Gender, Sex, and Domestication in Art of the Augustan Age»,
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GRIFFITHS, «Augustus and the Roman Provinces of Iberia», 69, FIG. 27.
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