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Abstract

A few briefed lines, without any details, suggested by Joseph Grafton
Milne in 1935 and none of the researchers since that time approached to shed
light and verify their authenticity. Milne mentioned that one of the Ptolemaic
coin hoards that were found by Bernard Grenfell and Arthur Hunt, in 1900 at
the temple of the god XokveBrivewc (Soknebtunis) in Tebtunis (modern Um El-
Burigat in Fayoum), was one of the inventions of Heron the Alexandrian (the
second half of the second century BC??). This invention, which is called
Onoavpog by Heron, is represented in the laying of the worshipper as soon as he
enters the temple five drachmas into a certain machine to obtain a glass of the
holy water instantly. Several questions are aroused here: To what extent can
Milan’s point of view be put into consideration? Did Heron consider his
invention an evolution of the offertory coin box which was also known as
Onoovpdg in Greek and Roman temples outside Egypt¢ Have models of Heron's
machine been discovered, whether in Tebtunis or in the surroundings of other
temples® Were the temples in Egypt, during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras,
provided with the same methods of coins collection mechanisms as in Greece
and Rome? Is it possible to apply Milne’s point of view on other coin
discoveries?Based on the above, this research aims, through applying analytical,
descriptive and comparative methods, to monitor the relationship between
offertory coin boxes and Heron’s machine on the one hand, and to discover on
the other hand to what extent the Egyptian temples at the time used to rely on
such means for collecting coins.
Key words:
The machine of Heron the Alexandrian, the denomination of five drachmas,
meaning of Oncavpoc, thesaurus, cult fee, offertory coin boxes.
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Society Publication (British Numismatic Society Special Publications), Spink & Son Ltd.,
London, 2018, p.7.
Crawford, Michael. “Coin Hoards and the Pattern of Violence in the Late Republic”, Papers of
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Balkans”, Dumbarton Oaks Papers, Vol. 65/66, 2011-2012, p. 45.
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International Congress of Papyrology, edited by J. Frosén, T. Purola, and E. Salmenkivi,
Helsinki, 2007, pp. 808-809.
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Sassu, R., "Sanctuary and Economics. The Case of the Athenian Acropolis”, In: Mediterraneo
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Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens68, N°. 2, 1999, pp.
189-218.
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Edgar, C. C., «Report on an Excavation at Toukh el-Qaramous», Annales du Service des
Antiquités de I'Egypte7, 1906, pp. 205-12.

Milne, J. G. «The Tukh El-Karamiis Gold Hoard», The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology27,
1941, pp. 135-137.
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@ | Eleus. 284, line 10, (c.435 B.C).

) KATELIIN, V. «Paying Taxes to the Thesauroi of the Pathyrites in a Century of Rebellion
(186-88 BC)», Studia Hellenistica 36, Leuven, 2000, pp. 405-436.
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) PsaLTI, N. "Paying the Gods”, In: Money Tangible Symbols in Ancient Greece, edited by:
Stampolidis, Nicholas, Tsangari, Dimitra & Tassoulas, Yorgos, Museum of Cycladic Art,
Athens, 2017, p.282.

8 pAFFORD, I. A., «Cult fees and the ritual of money in Greek sanctuaries of the Classical and
Hellenistic period», PhD dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, 2006, passim.
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LYKKE, A. «Ritualizing the Use of Coins in Ancient Greek Sanctuaries», Journal of Ancient
History5, N®.2, 2017, p. 208. https://doi.org/10.1515/jah-2017-0010

G0 MicHAEL H. C., "Thesauri, hoards and votive deposits”, In: Sanctuaires et sources dans
I’antiquité, edited by Cazenove, Olivier de and Scheid, John. Naples: Centre Jean Bérard, 2003, p.71.
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®2 KAMINSKI, G. M., “Thesauros Untersuchungen zum antiken Opferstock”, Jahrbuch des
Deutschen Archaologischen Instituts, 106, 1991, p.153.
339 Ranucci, Samuele. “A Stone Thesaurus with a Votive Coin Deposit Found in the Sanctuary
of Campo della Fiera, Orvieto (Volsinii),” Proceedings of the XIV International
Numismatic Congress, Glasgow, 2011, pp. 954-963.
54 Melfi, Milena. “Religion and Society in Early Roman Corinth: A Forgotten Coin Hoard and
the Sanctuary of Asklepios”, Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of Classical Studies
at Athens, Vol. 83, No. 4, 2014, p. 749.
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KAMINSKI,. «Thesauros Untersuchungen zum antiken Opferstock», pp. 63-181.
39 pafford, Isabelle Ann. Cult fees, p.90.
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®®pafford, Isabelle Ann. Cult fees, p.98.

39 | ykke, «Ritualizing the Use of Coins in Ancient Greek Sanctuaries», p.10 ff.
(*°) Melfi, M. «Religion and Society in Early Roman Corinth», p.768.
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University Press, 2014.
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®2 p_ Petaus 40 (182-187 B.C).

3 Galuzina, M. M., « The God Sobek in Ptolemaic and Roman Times. A Confrontation of the
Cult of Sobek in Krokodilopolis and Kom Ombo», Bachelor's Thesis, Univerzita Karlova v
Praze, Filozoficka fakulta, 2016, p. 33, 116, fig.6.

54 MonsON, A. «Priests of Soknebtunis and Sokonopis: P. BM EA 10647», The Journal of
Egyptian Archaeology, Vol. 92, 2006, pp. 207.

®9'sB. 12 11156 (100 - 125 AD), Line 1.

®® EpGAR, C. C. «A Thesaurus in the Museum of Cairo», Zeitschrift fiir dgyptische Sprache und
Altertumskunde, 40, 1902-3, pp.140-1.

OMRAN, W., «The Egyptian and the Hellenistic Characteristics of the Asklepieion», Journal of
Faculty of Tourism and Hotels8, N°. 2, 2014, footnote 2, p.77.
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Maukiana), Harvard University, 1867.
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Hornblower (S.) & Spawforth (A.), The Oxford Classical Dictionary, Oxford University Press,
2012.

Ar. (Aristophanes), Av.( Aves)

Cic (Cicero Marcus Tullius), Div. (De divination)

Curt.( Q. Curtius Rufus) Historiae Alexandri Magni

Hes (Hesiod), Op. (Opera et Dies)

Paus. (Pausanias) ‘EALGS0g Tepiiynoig

Plut. (Plutarch) De Soll. an. (De sollertia animalium)
Sal.( Sallust) lug. (Bellum lugurthinum)

Strab. (Strabo) Geography

Verg (Virgil) G. (Georgics)
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https://www.thelatinlibrary.com/justinian/digest41.shtml
Al (g gait Aty Al éyd\ e Fald) caaie) a8y
https://inscriptions.packhum.org/regions/648
— | Eleus = Eleusis. The Inscriptions on Stone. 1A Text. IB Plates. Il Commentary
K. Clinton ed. 2005 (1) and 2008 (I1), Greek Archaeological Society - Athens
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1914,
— 1G XI1,3 Inscriptiones Graecae, XII. Inscriptiones insularum maris Aegaei praeter Delum, 3.
— 10ropos = Pterakos, V.C. of émypagég 100 Qpomod.
—  SEG = Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum.
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— 0.Bodl = Greek Ostraca in the Bodleian Library at Oxford and Various Other Collections.

— P.Ryl. = Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri in the John Rylands Library, Manchester.
Manchester.

— UPZ = Urkunden der Ptolemé&erzeit (&ltere Funde), ed. U. Wilcken.

— P. Petaus = Das Archiv des Petaus, ed. U. Hagedorn, D. Hagedorn, L.C. Youtie and H.C.
Youtie. Opladen 1969.

— SB. = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten.
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